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Dear Student 

 

1 INTRODUCTION 

We are delighted to welcome you to ENG2603.  This module is blended, which means we use a 

combination of printed and online material to engage with you.  We hope it will start you on a 

long and fulfilling relationship with Colonial and Postcolonial African literature.  Because we 

believe that in South Africa in the twenty-first century it is essential to come to terms with and to 

value the literature of our continent against our own background, we have selected books by 

well-known writers from South Africa, Zimbabwe and the United States of America.  You are 

required to study all of them, and we are sure that you will benefit from the variety of 

perspectives.   

 

The topics we have chosen to highlight include such fascinating questions as the nature of 

identity, the importance of encounters, for the individual as he or she changes throughout life, 

and the significance of community for a person.  You may well want to suggest other topics, or 

to critique aspects of this course.  Please do so! We depend on your feedback.   

 

NB. You are required to read all the Units of the Tutorial Letter 501, to gain an overview of 

the issues which are relevant to all the texts in the module. It is also vital that you work 

through the suggested activities for the prescribed texts.   

 

What study material do we supply? 

• Tutorial Letter 101 (this document): contains your scheme of work, resources, 
assignments and other useful material.  Please consult Study @ Unisa for advice on how 
to study as an ODeL student.  We know that this can be difficult, and we are sympathetic 
since many of us have also gained our qualifications as part-time or distance learning 
students.  You will also get: 

• Tutorial Letter 301.  

• Tutorial Letter 501.  

• Feedback tutorial letters.   
 
These study materials will be available on myUnisa for you to download.  Only the Tutorial 
Letter 501 will be printed and posted.  We encourage you to access the Tutorial Letter 501 
online while you wait. 
 
myUnisa   

NB. You will find that myUnisa and regular use of the Internet are essential, especially in the 

twenty-first century.  

  

You must be registered on myUnisa to be able to submit assignments, gain access to the 

Library functions and various learning resources, download study material, “chat” to your 

lecturers and fellow students about your studies and the challenges you may encounter, and 

participate in online discussion forums.   
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Do not forget that myUnisa provides you with additional opportunities to take part in activities 

and discussions of relevance to your module topics, assignments, marks and examinations. 

 

2 PURPOSE AND OUTCOMES  

2.1 Purpose 

This module builds on the first-level English Studies when taken in conjunction with the module 

‘Foundations in English Literary Studies’ (ENG1501).  

  

Over the course of this module we want you to remember that the concept “Colonial and 

Postcolonial African literature” is itself controversial. However, this paragraph is not the space to 

explore the ways in which the notion of Africa has been invented and constructed. You should 

consider this module as merely an Introduction. Since this is a second-level module, you are 

expected to engage actively in making meaning and building knowledge. You can do this by 

investigating the multiple connections between what is “Colonial” and what is “Postcolonial” in 

the texts. Furthermore, you will be requested to question the very thinking behind the 

chronology suggested in the terms “colonial and postcolonial.” Our aim is to motivate you to 

read the texts we have selected for you with an open mind. We have set four critical outcomes 

that we believe you should be able to achieve by the end of studying the module, Colonial and 

Postcolonial African Literatures. Read through these outcomes and focus on mastering the 

skills that they emphasise 

 

2.2 Outcomes 

Outcome 1:  

Students critically read a wide range of texts in different genres (fiction, auto/biography, poetry 

and drama) with comprehension and critical engagement at this intermediate level. 

 

Outcome 2:  

Students write well-structured paragraphs and essays that critically discuss the creative choices 

made by writers of the chosen texts. Your essay should contain an introduction that outlines 

what you want to argue and how you want to organise your ideas. 

 

Outcome 3:  

Students explain how the politics of representation shapes literary texts and their reception in 

postcolonial contexts. Students are encouraged to think beyond the intended meanings of the 

text.  As developing critics, students are also expected to come up with new meanings of texts 

that relate to students’ lived experiences. 

 

Outcome 4:  

Students can employ the key concepts and debates in postcolonial literary theory. In order to 

answer the assignment questions and examination questions insightfully, students must 

demonstrate that they have understood concepts in particular contexts. This often means 

mastering the critical vocabulary of the module and using these words to explain the complexity 

of the texts. 
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3 CURRICULUM TRANSFORMATION 

Unisa has implemented a transformation charter based on five pillars and eight dimensions. In response 

to this charter, we have placed curriculum transformation high on the teaching and learning agenda. 

Curriculum transformation includes the following pillars: student-centred scholarship, the pedagogical 

renewal of teaching and assessment practices, the scholarship of teaching and learning, and the infusion 

of African epistemologies and philosophies. These pillars and their principles will be integrated at both 

programme and module levels as a phased-in approach. You will notice a marked change in the 

teaching and learning strategy implemented by Unisa, together with how the content is conceptualised in 

your modules. We encourage you to embrace these changes during your studies at Unisa in a 

responsive way within the framework of transformation. 

 

4 LECTURER(S) AND CONTACT DETAILS 

4.1 Lecturer(s) 

Mr J Shisinga 
shisij@unisa.ac.za  
012 429- 4534 
 
Dr V Hlatshwayo 
hlatsv@unisa.ac.za   
012 429-6665 
 
Dr M Lento 
Lentomj@unisa.ac.za  
012 429-6288 
 
Prof MT Vambe 
Vambemt@unisa.ac.za  
012 429-8529 

 

4.2 Department  

The Administrative Officers for ENG2603 
 

Mr GL Ranko 
rankogl@unisa.ac.za  
(012) 429  3826 

 
Ms L.D. Rakumakoe 
rakumld@unisa.ac.za  
(012) 429 6263  

 

The Departmental Secretary 
Mr K Makofane 
makofks@unisa.ac.za 

mailto:shisij@unisa.ac.za
mailto:hlatsv@unisa.ac.za
mailto:Lentomj@unisa.ac.za
mailto:Vambemt@unisa.ac.za
mailto:rankogl@unisa.ac.za
mailto:rakumld@unisa.ac.za
mailto:makofks@unisa.ac.za
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4.3 University 

If you need to contact the University about matters not related to the content of this module, 
please consult the publication, Study @ Unisa, which you can download from the Unisa 
website. This booklet contains information on how to contact the University (e.g. to whom you 
can write for different queries, important telephone numbers, addresses and details of the times 
certain facilities are open).  
 

5 RESOURCES 

5.1 Prescribed book(s) 

(BUY ALL BOOKS) 

Chapman, Michael. (ed.) 2018. The New Century of South African Poetry. Johannesburg 
& Cape Town: AD.  Donker Publishers.  

Dangarembga, Tsitsi. 1988. Nervous Conditions. London: Ayebia Press. 

Hansberry, Lorraine. 2011. A Raisin in the Sun. London: Bloomsbury Publishing. 

Mpe, Phaswane. 2001. Welcome to Our Hillbrow. Pietermaritzburg: University of 
KwaZulu-Natal Press. 

 

5.2 Recommended book(s) 

There are no recommended books for this module. 

 

5.3 Electronic reserves (e-reserves) 

There are e-reserves for this module online.  Check the myUnisa website for details.  
 

E-reserves can be downloaded from the Library catalogue. More information is available at 

https://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/request 

 

5.4 Library services and resources  

The Unisa Library offers a range of information services and resources: 

• For a general Library overview, go to 

https://www.unisa.ac.za/sites/corporate/default/Library/About-the-Library 

Library @ a glance  

• For detailed Library information, go to   

https://www.unisa.ac.za/sites/corporate/default/Library 

https://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/request
https://www.unisa.ac.za/sites/corporate/default/Library/About-the-Library
https://www.unisa.ac.za/static/corporate_web/Content/Library/Library%20services/Docs/Library%20at%20a%20glance%202019.pdf
https://www.unisa.ac.za/sites/corporate/default/Library
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• For research support and services (eg personal librarians and literature search services), 

go to  

https://www.unisa.ac.za/sites/corporate/default/Library/Library-services/Research-support 

 

The Library has created numerous Library guides to assist you: http://libguides.unisa.ac.za  

Recommended guides:  

• Request recommended books and access e-reserve material: 

https://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request  

• Requesting and finding library material: Postgraduate services: 

https://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/postgrad 

• Finding and using library resources and tools (Research Support): 

https://libguides.unisa.ac.za/research-support 

• Frequently asked questions about the library:  

https://libguides.unisa.ac.za/ask 

• Services to students living with disabilities: 

https://libguides.unisa.ac.za/disability 

• A-Z databases:  

https://libguides.unisa.ac.za/az.php 

• Subject-specific guides: 

https://libguides.unisa.ac.za/?b=s 

• Information on fines & payments: 

https://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/fines 

 

Assistance with technical problems accessing the Unisa Library or resources: 

 https://libguides.unisa.ac.za/techsupport 

Lib-help@unisa.ac.za (insert your student number in the subject line please)  

General library enquiries can be directed to Library-enquiries@unisa.ac.za 

 

6 STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES  

The Study @ Unisa website is available on myUnisa: www.unisa.ac.za/brochures/studies 

This website has all the tips and information you need to succeed at Unisa. 

https://www.unisa.ac.za/sites/corporate/default/Library/Library-services/Research-support
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/
https://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request
https://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/postgrad
https://libguides.unisa.ac.za/research-support
https://libguides.unisa.ac.za/ask
https://libguides.unisa.ac.za/disability
https://libguides.unisa.ac.za/az.php
https://libguides.unisa.ac.za/?b=s
https://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/fines
https://libguides.unisa.ac.za/techsupport
mailto:Lib-help@unisa.ac.za
mailto:Library-enquiries@unisa.ac.za
http://www.unisa.ac.za/brochures/studies
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6.1 First-Year Experience Programme @ Unisa 

For many students, the transition from school education to tertiary education is beset with 

anxiety. This is also true for first-time students to Unisa. Unisa is a dedicated open distance and 

e-learning institution. Unlike face-to-face/contact institutions, Unisa is somewhat different. It is a 

mega university and all our programmes are offered through a blended learning mode or fully 

online learning mode. It is for this reason that we thought it necessary to offer first-time students 

additional/extended support so that you can seamlessly navigate the Unisa teaching and 

learning journey with little difficulty and few barriers. In this regard we offer a specialised student 

support programme to students entering Unisa for the first time. We refer to this programme as 

Unisa’s First-Year Experience (FYE) Programme. The FYE is designed to provide you with 

prompt and helpful information about services that the institution offers and how you can access 

information. The following FYE programmes are currently offered: 

• FYE website: All the guides and resources you need to navigate through your first year at 

Unisa can be accessed using the following link: www.unisa.ac.za/FYE   

• FYE e-mails: You will receive regular e-mails to help you stay focused and motivated.   

• FYE broadcasts: You will receive e-mails with links to broadcasts on various topics related 

to your first-year studies (eg videos on how to submit assignments online). 

• FYE mailbox: For assistance with queries related to your first year of study, send an e-mail 

to fye@unisa.ac.za   

 

7 STUDY PLAN 

Use the Study @ Unisa brochure for general time management and planning skills. 

 

Before you start working on your assignments, please read the section below very carefully.  

 

How to start answering the questions in your assignments: 

The first step to take when you start working on an assignment (or examination) question is to 

read the question several times, including the extract from the text, if one is provided.  In the 

course of such repeated reading, you will be able to decide what exactly it is you need to focus 

on when you write the essay or answer the question. The given passage is not just a summary 

of the text; the question will ask you to show clearly and in detail how the passage functions in 

conveying the main ideas of the text. It is, therefore, a good idea, in your third or fourth reading 

of the passage, to annotate the passage by underlining, circling, connecting up with arrows or 

indicating in whatever way suits you, what elements in the passage are relevant to the question. 

It is also a good idea to consult your novel, play and poems, and find out where exactly this 

extract fits into the text of the novel, play or poem as a whole. For example, what comes 

immediately before it, and what follows immediately after?  It is likely that you will be able to 

incorporate this information usefully into your argument.  

http://www.unisa.ac.za/FYE
mailto:fye@unisa.ac.za
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One very important thing you should keep in mind at all times – avoid at all costs, to simply 

retelling the story. Your essay should be a sustained argument that engages all aspects of the 

question and should not simply be a summary of the plot. 

 

Writing the essay 

Your answer to the assignment must be in the form of an essay, which means that you must not 

use subtitles, subsections or bullets, or write down a set of different, unlinked comments.   

 

A formal academic essay for a literary English module is a unitary piece of prose without 

subsections, but structured so as to contain an introduction, a “body”, or middle section 

containing your answer to the question, and a conclusion (though these must not have 

headings).  In the introduction, you briefly state what the main point is that you are going to 

make, then you develop the argument in the body, and in the conclusion, you briefly restate 

your contention. The body of the essay should be made up of a series of linked paragraphs that 

follow each other in logical order, and within each paragraph each sentence should logically 

lead on to the next. 

 

In order to enable you to write a competent essay in response to an assignment question, it is 

essential to draw up a rough plan for your essay, write a draft, and then edit it so that the 

argument flows smoothly and every sentence can be easily read and understood. The next step 

is to proofread your essay. In this final stage, you correct the structure of your argument, the 

language, spelling and punctuation.  

 

An important typographical point 

Remember that you should indicate references to the text itself by typing its title in italics, e.g. 

Welcome to our Hillbrow or A Raisin in the Sun (or, if you are writing by hand, by underlining the 

title). If, in the case of the novel, Mhudi, you are referring to the character, Mhudi, you indicate it 

typographically by neither underlining (in handwriting), nor italicizing (in typescript). By adhering 

to this typographical convention, you will be able to avoid ambiguity and possible confusion. In 

this way, you will be writing correctly. 

 

Please go through this checklist before submitting your assignments: 

Make sure you have: 

• Focussed on key instructions. 

• Avoided simply providing a summary or paraphrasing of the plot. 

• Provided clear and well-expressed introductory and concluding paragraphs.  

• Presented a clear, well-reasoned and well-supported argument. 

• Referenced correctly and completely. 

• Provided a list of references (a bibliography). 

• Spelled character and place names correctly and consistently. 

• Checked carefully to eradicate spelling errors. 

• Checked for tense and agreement (concord) errors. 

• Used the correct prepositions. 

• Used the correct linguistic register. 

• Included your declaration on plagiarism.  
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8 PRACTICAL WORK  

There are no practical examinations for this module. 

 

9 ASSESSMENT 

9.1 Assessment criteria 

Assignments and learning 

There are three compulsory assignments for this module. The points which follow are intended 

to explain some of our thoughts and planning about the work we have set. 

 

Our assessment policy 

We have set the assignments in order to allow you, the student, to show what you have learnt 

from studying this module. We would like you to use them as an opportunity to explore 

interesting issues in relation to your prescribed works and to practice your academic writing 

skills. The teaching team sees assignments as: 

 

• An opportunity for students to focus their attention on the work of one or several writers, 
exploring ways in which the texts raise particular issues and express specific views;  

• An occasion for students to communicate what they think and have learnt in relation to the 
module and the prescribed books;  

• A chance for students to respond thoughtfully to the texts and issues studied; 

• An integral part of the teaching and learning involved in this module. 

Our marking policy 

We will be looking for the following things (among others) when we mark assignments: 

• Clear expression in English. 

• The ability to write grammatically correct sentences and paragraphs in an appropriate 

register. 

• The ability to follow instructions. 

• Evidence that you have worked through the texts related to the assignment.  

• Evidence of a thoughtful engagement with the concepts and issues raised in the module. 

• The careful substantiation of points. 

• Clear, well-structured and logical arguments. 

 
From the points detailed above, you will realise that we are interested in the quality of your 
thoughts and work. You are free to use any resources that may be available to you, as long as 
you duly acknowledged them in the main body of your essay and in the bibliography. Work that 
is plagiarised (copied) will not receive any credit.  We will reward work that shows signs of 
honest effort, careful preparation and a commitment to learning.  
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Commentaries and feedback on assignments  
You will receive constructive comments on your assignments. As soon as you have received the 

comments, please read them in relation to your answers. The assignments and the comments 

on these assignments constitute an important part of your learning and should help you to be 

better prepared for the next assignment and for the examination. It is equally important to spend 

time going through your Tutorial Letter 101, as well as the Feedback Letters that are sent after 

each assignment. Reading the two documents is paramount to your gradual and progressive 

education in Literary Studies. 

 

9.2 Assessment plan 

• To complete this module, you will be required to submit three assignments.  

• All information on when and where to submit your assignments will be made available to 
you via the myUnisa site for your module. 

• Due dates for assignments, as well as the actual assignments are available on the 
myUnisa site for this module. 

• To gain admission to the examination, you will be required to submit Assignment 01. 

• Your assignments will comprise of essay-type questions. 

• The assignment marks will count 35% towards the final mark. 

• The examination will count 65% towards the final mark. 

• The examination will be a take-home. 

 

9.3 Assignment due dates 

• There are no assignment due dates included in this tutorial letter.  

• Assignment due dates will be made available to you on the welcome page of ENG2603 

module site. We envisage that the due dates will be available to you upon registration.  

Log on to the myUnisa site for this module to obtain more information on the due dates 

for the submission of the assignments 

• Please start working on your assignments as soon as you register for the module.  

 

9.4 Blended and/or online 

• Modules offered by Unisa are either blended (meaning that we use a combination of 

printed and online material to engage with you) or online (all information is available via 

the internet).  In all cases of online engagement, we use myUnisa as our virtual campus.  

• From 2022, the myUnisa virtual campus will be offered via a new learning management 

system. This is an online system that is used to administer, document and deliver 

educational material to you and support engagement with you.  
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• Look out for information from your lecturer as well as other Unisa platforms to determine 

how to access the virtual myUnisa module site.  

• Information on the tools that will be available to engage with the lecturer and fellow 

students to support your learning will also be communicated via various platforms.  

• The University undertakes to communicate as clearly and as frequently as is necessary 

to ensure optimum advantage in the use of the new learning management system. 

• Additional information on the use of the myUnisa site for the module, as well as features 

to engage and communicate with your lecturer and other students will also be made 

available via the online site for the module.  

• Therefore, log on to the myUnisa site for your module to gain more information on where 

to complete and/or upload your assignments and how to communicate with your lecturer.  

 

9.5 Submission of assignments 

As indicated in section 9.2, you need to complete three assignments for this module.  

 

ASSIGNMENT:  01 

 

THIS ASSIGNMENT IS COMPULSORY 

 

 

Please note that the length of your assignment is expected to be 3 pages or more. 

Michael Chapman, The New Century of South African Poetry 
 
In the poem “City Johannesburg”, the poet uses metaphors and images that convey the life in 
this city as depressing. Identify these images and discuss whether or not you think the poet 
uses them in order to break free from depression. 

“City Johannesburg” - Mongane Wally Serote 
 
This way I salute you: 
My hand pulses to my back trousers pocket 
Or into my inner jacket pocket 
For my pass, my life, 
Jo'burg City. 
My hand like a starved snake rears my pockets 
For my thin, ever lean wallet, 
While my stomach groans a friendly smile to hunger, 
Jo'burg City. 
My stomach also devours coppers and papers 
Don't you know? 
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Jo'burg City, I salute you; 
When I run out, or roar in a bus to you, 
I leave behind me, my love, 
My comic houses and people, my dongas and my ever whirling dust, 
My death 
That's so related to me as a wink to the eye. 
Jo'burg City 
I travel on your black and white and roboted roads 
Through your thick iron breath that you inhale 
At six in the morning and exhale from five noon. 
Jo'burg City 
That is the time when I come to you, 
When your neon flowers flaunt from your electrical wind, 
That is the time when I leave you, 
When your neon flowers flaunt their way through the falling darkness 
On your cement trees. 
And as I go back, to my love, 
My dongas, my dust, my people, my death, 
Where death lurks in the dark like a blade in the flesh, 
I can feel your roots, anchoring your might, my feebleness 
In my flesh, in my mind, in my blood, 
And everything about you says it, That, that is all you need of me. 
Jo'burg City, Johannesburg, 
Listen when I tell you, 
There is no fun, nothing, in it, 
When you leave the women and men with such frozen expressions, 
Expressions that have tears like furrows of soil erosion, 
Jo'burg City, you are dry like death, 
Jo'burg City, Johannesburg, Jo'burg City. 

 

OR 
 
Nervous Conditions by Tsitsi Dangarembga  

I heard, Tete, I heard, chuckled Maiguru. “but they asked for it. They shouldn’t meddle with 
women like Lucia!” They puckered their faces up and dissolved into helpless giggles. “And now, 
shall we have a cleansing or a wedding?” Tete asked, her fat face quivering and shaking her 
head. “Tell us Maiguru, which is the better cure for Jeremiah’s self-indulgence. Those men, 
aiwa! Those men!” 

Place this passage in its context within the novel.  Refer to Tete’s final words, and the attitude of 
these women towards male patriarchy. You should also refer to the actions of Lucia during this 
episode. 

[50 marks] 
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ASSIGNMENT:  02 

 

THIS ASSIGNMENT IS COMPULSORY 

 

 

A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry   

‘Seem like God didn’t see fit to give the black man nothing but dreams – but He did give us 
children to make them dreams seem worthwhile’ (Hansberry, p 28). 

In view of the above extract, write an essay in which you discuss how the main characters 

attempt to deal with the oppressive environment that confronts their daily lives. Please note 

that the length of your assignment is expected to be 3 pages or more. 

 

[50 marks] 

 

ASSIGNMENT:  03 

 

THIS ASSIGNMENT IS COMPULSORY 

 

  

Welcome to Our Hillbrow by Phaswane Mpe 

Write an essay of not less than THREE pages commenting on the view that in Welcome to Our 
Hillbrow, the urban place called Hillbrow is a place of “milk, honey and bile” (Mpe 1999, 41).  

[50 marks] 

 

9.6 Other assessment methods 

There are no other assessment methods. 

 

9.7 The examination 

Examination information and details on the format of the examination will be made available to 

you online via the myUnisa site. Look out for information that will be shared with you by your 

lecturer and e-tutors (where relevant) and for communication from the University. 
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10 ACADEMIC DISHONESTY  

10.1 Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is the act of taking the words, ideas and thoughts of others and presenting them as 

your own. It is a form of theft which involves several dishonest academic activities, such as the 

following:  

• Cutting and pasting from any source without acknowledging the source. 

• Not including or using incorrect references.  

• Paraphrasing without acknowledging the original source of the information. 

 

More information about plagiarism can be downloaded on the link below 

https://www.unisa.ac.za/sites/myunisa/default/Study-@-Unisa/Student-values-and-rules 

 

 

10.2 Cheating  

Cheating includes, but is not limited to, the following:  

• Completing assessments on behalf of another student, copying from another student 

during an assessment or allowing a student to copy from you.  

• Using social media (e.g. WhatsApp, Telegram) or other platforms to disseminate 

assessment information.  

• Submitting corrupt or irrelevant files.  

• Buying completed answers from “tutors” or internet sites (contract cheating). 

 

11 STUDENT WITH DISABILITY 

The Advocacy and Resource Centre for Student with Disability ARCSWiD) provides an 

opportunity for staff to interact with new and returning students with disabilities. 

If you are a student with a disability and would like additional support or need additional time for 
assessments, you are invited to contact the primary lecturer of this module.  

12 FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Consult the Study @ Unisa brochure. 

 

13 SOURCES CONSULTED 

Chapman, Michael (ed). (2002). The New Century of South African Poetry. Johannesburg and 

Cape Town: Ad. Donker.  

Dangarembga, Tsitsi. (1988). Nervous Conditions. London: Women’s Press.  

https://www.unisa.ac.za/sites/myunisa/default/Study-@-Unisa/Student-values-and-rules


ENG2603/101/0/2022 
 

 
17 

Hansberry, Lorraine. (2011). A Raisin in the Sun. London: Bloomsberry Publishing. 

Mpe, Phaswane. (2001). Welcome to our Hillbrow. Pietermaritzburg: UKZN Press.  

 

14 IN CLOSING 

We hope that you will enjoy this module and we wish you success with your studies. 

Best wishes, 
The ENG2603 Team 

 

15 ADDENDA 
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ADDENDUM 1:  MARKING GRIDS 

 

We are experimenting with various ways of providing feedback, and your assignments may 

be some of those which have been assessed by means of the following experimental grid. 

While not all tutors will necessarily use it, we trust that you will find the criteria mentioned in 

the grid useful in preparing your assignments. We would value your responses to this 

system. You may also find it useful in reviewing and assessing your own essays.  

  

Please consult the Marking Grid below: 

 

Mark out of 50 for CONTENT/ORGANISATION: 

 

SCORE  LEVEL  CRITERIA  

50-38 

(100%-76%) 

1 

EXCELLENT 

TO VERY 

GOOD 

Content: focused on assigned topic, thoroughly developed, 

clearly demonstrating the skills required by the NQF criteria 

(e.g. familiarity with – recognising and recalling – the subject 

matter; understanding it; application of this information; 

analysis, for instance of relationships; evaluation, for example 

critiquing different approaches).  

Organisation:  generating a piece of writing (such as an 

essay) with ideas clearly stated, succinct, well-organised, 

logically sequenced, cohesive, and well supported. 

37-28 

(74%-56%) 

2  

GOOD TO 

AVERAGE 

Content: fairly sound demonstration of skills, mostly relevant 

to topic, lacks detail.  

Organisation: loosely organised, logical but incomplete 

sequencing and signposting. 

27-16 

(54%-32%) 

3 

FAIR TO 

SHAKY: AT 

RISK 

Content: not enough substance or relevance, insufficient 

support for ideas. 

Organisation: ideas confused or disconnected, not enough 

logical sequencing or development, little signposting. 

15-0 

(30%-0%) 

4 

VERY 

SHAKY 

Content: not pertinent or not enough material to evaluate. 

Organisation: does not communicate, no organisation or not 

enough material to evaluate. 
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Mark out of 50 for FORM (vocabulary, language usage, presentation) 

 

SCORE  LEVEL  CRITERIA  

50-38  

(100%- 

76%) 

1  

EXCELLENT 

TO VERY 

GOOD 

Vocabulary: sophisticated range, effective word/idiom choice, 

mastery of word form, appropriate register.  

Language usage: effective complex constructions, few 

language problems (agreement, tense, number, word order, 

articles, pronouns, prepositions).  

Presentation: clearly set out, neat, spelling and punctuation, 

correct clear paragraphing and essay structure, meticulous and 

consistent referencing of sources used. 

37-28 

(74%= 

56%) 

2  

GOOD TO 

AVERAGE 

Vocabulary: satisfactory range, occasional issues of word 

choice, idiom, form, usage, but meaning not obscured.  

Language usage: effective simple constructions, minor 

problems in complex constructions, several language issues but 

meaning seldom obscured.  

Presentation: occasional problems in layout and structure, 

referencing inaccurate or inadequate. 

27-16 

(54%- 

32%) 

3  

FAIR TO 

SHAKY: AT 

RISK 

Vocabulary: small range, frequent issues of word/idiom, choice, 

usage.  

Language usage: major problems in simple/complex 

constructions, frequent language issues including spelling and 

punctuation, meaning confused or obscured.  

Presentation: frequent problems with layout, untidy 

handwriting, insufficient referencing. 

15-0 

(30%- 

0%) 

4  

VERY  

SHAKY 

Vocabulary: essentially translation from mother tongue, little 

knowledge of English vocabulary, idioms and word forms. 

Language usage: virtually no mastery of sentence construction, 

dominated by problems, does not communicate.  

Presentation: no mastery of conventions, illegible handwriting, 

no referencing. 

 

 



 

 
20 



ENG2603/101/0/2022 
 

 
21 

ADDENDUM 2 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY DECLARATION  

 

Declaration: .............................................  

 

1.  I understand what academic dishonesty entails and am aware of UNISA’s policies in 

this regard.  

2.  I declare that this assignment is my own, original work. Where I have used someone 

else’s work I have indicated this by using the prescribed style of referencing. Every 

contribution to, and quotation in, this assignment from the work or works of other 

people has been referenced according to this style.  

3.  I have not allowed, and will not allow, anyone to copy my work with the intention of 

passing it off as his or her own work.  

4.  I did not make use of another student’s work and submitted it as my own.  

 

NAME: ……………………………………………………… 

STUDENT NUMBER: ……………………………………… 

MODULE CODE: ............................................................. 

SIGNATURE: ……………………………………………… 

DATE: ……………………………………………………… 

 


 


